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HelE in Witﬂessing

Jesus said to pray for laborers to bring in the
harvest, which is already white, See the article
on page four on why some Christians never
witness, In July, we will provide instruction on
how to develop your personal testimony to use
in witnessing; in August, how to use a passage
of Scripture to bring someone to Jesus. You
can have help in speaking in His name!

And now Peru

Thank you for giving to the Lord to enable
us to provide prayer seminars in Peru May 31-
June 15. Seminars are scheduled for Lima,
Piura, Tingo Maria, Iquitos, and churches along
the Amazon River (traveling via boat). Evan-
gelistic services will be conducted in the eve-
nings. Pray for traveling safety, for the anoint-
ing of the Holy Spirit, and for much fruit.

EZRA: A MODEL FOR TEACHERS AND STUDENTS

“For Ezra prepared his heart to seek the Law of the Lord, and

to do it; and to teach [it] in Israel” (Ezra 7:10).
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Perspectives

Ezra used the king’s favor not to advance
his own course, but the work of God. With the
king's permission, Ezra led a second return to
the Holy Land. This group, much smaller than
the first group, included Levites recruited to
aid in re-establishing worship. Preparations for
the journey were spiritual (Ezra 8:21-23) and
physical (vv 24:30). There are many needed,
practical lessons that can be learned by
studying Ezra carefully and prayerfully.

Shocked

On his arrival in Jerusalem, Ezra was
shocked and dismayed to learn that God's
pecple who had returned earlier had not
faithfully obeyed the Word and had
intermarried with the heathen, action which
threatened God's blessing (9:1-4). Ezra knew
that this was the very sin that had led to [srael's
being carried away into Babylonian captivity.
Here they go again! What a mess! God's Word
was clear (Deuteronomy 7:5: “nor shall you
make marriages with them™). His personal
remorse and repentance called the nation to
acknowledge its sin (vv 5-15). He rent his
clothes, pulled out hair from his head and
beard, and sat down appalled (v 3).

Real praying

Then Ezra fell on his knees and stretched
out his hands toward heaven (9:5). “0, my
God, 1 am ashamed and blush to lift up my face
to Thee, my God; for our [not “their”] iniguities
are increased over our head, and our trespass
is grown up into heaven™ (v 6). lsrael’s sin was
without excuse (“what shall we say after this?”
v 10). God's grace and mercy were the only
hope.

Repentance and confession

Ezra's prayer for the nation, in which he
confessed national sin, deserves meditation and
emulation among the people of God today.
Their unlawful marriage relationships had 1o
be annulled lest the influence of pagan gods
draw the people away from the one true God.
There was a sense of urgericy to deal with the

known sin. Revival began to sweep the nation
and sin was confessed, Biblical confession not
only includes an acknowledgement of the
wrong committed, but forsaking the wrong
conduct.

Reformation

Repentance led to reformation, Ezra’s godly
concern made a difference. Often there are no
easy, comfortable solutions, The consequences
of disobeying God will surpass even the sormow
of disbanding families. The people then
separated themselves from the ungodly unions
and purposed to live for God (Ezra 10). A
glooming heavy downpour of December rain
provided an appropriate setting for the painful,
but necessary ordeal. Ezra praved, confessed,
wept, bowed down before the house of God
and the people assembled (large congregation
of men, women, and children) weeping bitterly
also (v 1). Minds were changed (repentance)
and specific confession followed (vv 2-3),
There was a determination to straighten out the
problem.

Though the cure was painful beyond words,
God found pleasure in the nation's prompt and
wholehearted confession,

Lessons for today

One of our problems is that we are not
shocked at the open sin around us. There is no
effort to bring ourselves into conformity with
God's Word. We, too, need to follow the Word
of God, even when discipline is the order of
the day. We need leaders like Ezra who will
lead us to see the error of our ways, God's
people will be stirred by the godly concern of
their leaders and will respond accordingly.
When Ezra read and taught the Scriptures to
the people, there was a great, sweeping revival,

We are instructed not to be unequally yoked
with unbelievers (2 Corinthians 6:14). Tt is
time for us to become serious in following the
Lord. Christians (whose goal is to serve Christ)
cannot walk in harmony with a non-Christian
iwhose goal is to serve sell).

Surgery is never pleasant and radical surgery
often scars. But when the choice is surgery or
death, most folks choose surgery. To avoid need
for radical surgery, Christians would do well




to have regular “checkups”™ (Galatians 5:19-
23

Preaching about sin

Druring our time in Kenya, an individual was
deeply moved by the teaching on getting clean
before God by dealing with personal sins that
are offensive to God and keep Him from
hearing our prayers. Davd declared: *If regard
inguity in my heart, God will not hear me”
(Psalm 66:18). “Regard” means that a person
knows there is sin, but does not deal with it
directly. The Kenvan brother asked, “Why is
il that we hear so little preaching about sin in
our day when sin among believers is rampant?”
Whether your preacher preaches about sin or
not, you need to consider your own life.
David's prayer could very well be the model
that we follow in seeking cleansing (rom our
sins. “Search me, O God, and know my heart;
try me, and know my thoughts; and see if there
be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the
way everlasting” (Psalm 139:23-24),

In order for a person to receive God's favor,
he must repent (change his mind about the sin
in which he is involved), confess, and forsake
the knovwn sin.

Yours in Calvary love,

3. Gmc{,qu

Geet in the habit of dealing with God about
everything. Unless the first waking moment of
the day vou learn to ling the door wide back
and let God in, you will work on the wrong
level all day; but swing the door wide open and
pray to your Father in secret, and every public
thing will be stamped with the presence of God,
-- Dswald Chambers

To pray is nothing more involved than to
apen the door, giving Jesus access to our needs
and permitting Him to exercise His own power
in dealing with them. -- (O Hallesby

That God in all things may be glorified
through Jesus Christ (1 Peter 4:11)

Sermons We See

1’d rather see a sermon than hear one any day,

I"d rather one should walk with me than merely
show the way.

The eye's a better pupil and more willing than
the ear;

Fine counsel is confusing, bul example’s
always clear:

And the best of all the preachers are the men
who live their creeds,

For to see the good in action 1s what everybody
needs.

[ can soon learn how to do it if you'll let me
see it done,

[ can watch your hands in action, but your
tongue too fast may run,

And the lectures you deliver may be very wise
and true;

But I'd rather get my lesson by observing what
vou do.

For 1 may misunderstand you and the high
advice you give,

But there’s no misundersianding how you act
and how you live,

Edgar A. Guest

Introducing

MAGGIE GRACE PRIBBLE,

our first great-granddaughter
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The proud parents are Brandon and Jeanne Pribhle.
Maggie was born April 29 while her great-granddad
was eagerly awaiting word in Kenya. Maggie is four
hours old in the picture.,

“Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, the
fruit of the womb is His reward” Psalm 127:3
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Why some never witness

“But you shall receive power when the Holy
3pirit has come upon you; and yvou shall be
witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea,
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth”

(Acts 1:8).

For the Christian and for the Church, the
mandate to witness given by the Lord Jesus
Christ just prior to His ascension is one of the
maost important ones that we have. We are to
be witnesses. Success in witnessing is sharing
the Gospel and leaving the results up to God.

Leading people to the light. A missionary
physician in one of China's hospitals cured a
man of cataracts. A few weeks later forty-eight
blind men came to him from one of China’s
wilds, each holding a rope held by the hand of
the man who had been cured. He had led them
in this way, walking in a chain 250 miles to the
hospital.

Are we among those who can say, “Once |
was blind, but now [ can see” (John 9:25)7 It
would be well for us to be rightly affected by
this priceless experience. The multitudes may
appear indifferent to their lost condition, but
let not their apathy discourage us, for many are
fumbling blindly after light. It is our happy
mission to tenderly and tirelessly seek them,
We must be willing to lead others to the light.

They will not come, they must be brought.
They will not seek, they must be sought. They
will not study, they must be taught.

What are the reasons some Christians never
witness? Many cannot witness for Christ
because they do not know Him. One of my
interests over the years has been evangelism
and I have studied myriad aspects of this area.
I have discovered several reasons for the silence
of those who claim to be Christians and who
are members of our churches.

Preoccupation. Some Christians are so
busy that they do not have time to witness. They
devoie their best time and energies to civic
clubs, community functions, school activities,
and leisure pursuits (sports, watching
televigsion). They have no time left for

witnessing. Further, strangely enough, some
church members have substituted activity in
the church organizations for witnessing, They
fail to realize that even preaching, teaching,
singing, praying, studying, typing, reading, and
visiting cannot take the place of Christian
witnessing.

Lack of knowledge, Many Christians
excuse themselves from witnessing simply
saying, “I don’t know how to witness.” Many
Christians are discouraged because they feel
they must memorize dozens of Scripture
passages and master techniques developed by
someone ¢lse before they can witness, This is
a4 misunderstanding that we must correct.
Basically, a Christian witness is one who tells
what he knows firsthand about Jesus Christ.
The Christian witness shares the good news
about Christ from a personal point of view. Of
course, a knowledge of the Scriptures will help
in witnessing. However, a knowledge of the
Savior, through personal encounter, is basic
to witnessing. We will share practical
suggestions related to witnessing in the next
two issues.

Too embarrassed. Some Christians never
witness because they are too timid or
embarrassed. They are too self-conscious to
talk to someone else about Christ. The
Christian must remember, however, that he
cannot witness for Christ and be accepted by
everyone. There must be a difference between
the Christian and the lost person before the
witness is effective. Many Christians are too
embarrassed to witness because their actions
have spoken more loudly than their words.

Poor theology. Some never witness
because they do not really know the truth about
being lost and being saved, Somehow we keep
telling ourselves that the lost are not really lost.
A sound theology will help us to understand
what it means to be without Christ. Every
Christian should witness and there is no more
demanding priority and no greater promise to
witness. The Holy Spirit will help you. If vour
life is already a witness for Christ, your words
will be! They will spend eternity in separation
from God unless you and I tell them what we
know about Jesus Christ.







