






A Doorkeeper’s 
Discoveries

Dr. Harris Verkaik
Hudsonville, Michigan

 During the sixty-two years of our 
marriage and over sixty years of 
preaching and teaching the Gospel, 
there was and still is just one motto 
for our marriage together: “For I 
resolved to know nothing while I was 
with you except Jesus Christ and Him 
crucified” (1 Corinthians 2:2 NIV).
 2017 was a year of change and 
transition. It began with the end 
of my public preaching. My mind and 
heart were able, but my body was 
not. The second major transaction 
began with hospitalization. Monday, 
August 18, that ushered in four 
hospitalizations and two Rehab 
therapies that kept me in excruciating 
pain for more than four months, 
during which time I had four major 
surgeries to treat infection in and 
on my chest; this in spite of being 
treated with mind-confusion major 
pain medication. Like many others, 
I wrestled with big questions: why, 
why now, and will this ever end? The 
pain exceeded any sufferings in my 
life.
 I believe that a partial answer 
came when God spared my life to 
share my assurance of Heaven and my 
lack of fear of dying with a college 
student who is terrified of dying. 
What a blessing!
 I came home from my second 
rehab therapy and the first evening 
home I was unable to breathe. My 
wife, Jane, saved my life by calling 
911 and providing additional oxygen 
till further help came.  When I 
awakened the next day two doctors 

came into my room with the same 
message. They could do nothing for a 
permanent cure but they could make 
me comfortable by removing the 
80cc of fluid that was in my lungs. 
Immediately they began heavy-duty 
antibiotics and Lasix treatments. 
 My wife and I both prayed and 
decided to receive Hospice Care at 
home. During this time, Jane is my 
primary caregiver with wonderful 
nursing care that is exceeding our 
expectations. In the last week 
in the hospital I had wonderful 
discoveries sharing the Gospel with 
nurses, aides, and other visitors and 
discovering other Christians. One 
was a nurse who rubbed my shoulders 
saying, “Say hello to Jesus for me 
when you get there.”
 During that week my children 
came from their homes in other 
locations. Like the patriarchs of 
old, I had the privilege of telling 
them how much I valued them, 
and their living faith. We gave 
them our blessings. Grandchildren 
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A Very Present Help – Psalm 46:1
He’s helping me now – this moment,
 Though I may not see it or hear,
Perhaps by a friend far distant,
 Perhaps by a stranger near,
Perhaps by a spoken message,
 Perhaps by the printed word;
In ways that I know and know not,
 I have the help of the Lord.

He’s keeping me now – this moment,
 However I need it most,
Perhaps by a single angel,
 Perhaps by a mighty host,
Perhaps by the chain that frets me,
 Or the walls that shut me in;
In ways that I know and know not,
 He keeps me from harm or sin.

He’s guiding me now – this moment,
 In pathways easy or hard,
Perhaps by a door wide open,
 Perhaps by a door fast barred,
Perhaps by a joy withholden,
 Perhaps by a gladness given;
In ways that I know and know not,
 He’s leading me up to heaven.

He’s using me now – this moment,
 And whether I go or stand,
Perhaps by a plan accomplished,
 Perhaps when He stays my hand,
Perhaps by a word in season,
 Perhaps by a silent prayer;
In ways that I know and know not,
 His labor of love I share.

and great-grandchildren who 
live near us came to visit. I 
was filled with joy to have the 
opportunity to encourage them 
to continue to follow Jesus and 
to trust the Blood of Jesus 
totally for the salvation from 
their sins. How grateful I am 
to our Grace-Filled Heavenly 
Father to talk via “Face Time” 
with many other grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. 
 What ecstacy to hear the 
positive responses that so 
blessed Jane and me. We look 
forward in faith to having as 
our legacy our beloved family 
members. As Jane and I begin 
the year of our Lord 2018 with 
whatever time God gives me, I 
live in great joy and anticipation 
of soon prostrating myself 
before my glorious Lord Jesus 
Christ.
 During this time shut-in at 
home, I have been blessed to 
welcome many visitors. Some 
have shared how their lives 
were changed by my witness. I 
did not remember some of the 
incidents. Visitors have included 
friends, Christian acquaintances, 
pastors, and neighbors bringing 
encouragement, love, comfort 
and God’s promises. Many have 
telephoned to extend best 
wishes. Their precious presence 
means so much to both Jane and 
me.
 I continue to fulfill my prayer 
ministry using Dr. J. Gordon 
Henry’s prayer diary, which has 
now become something of a book. 
A description of my life-style in 
these latter years of my life is 
in Psalm 73:23-26, 28.

This Moment

Annie Johnson Flint

OUR SONG
“GOD BLESS AMERICA”

OUR PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
“ONE NATION UNDER GOD”
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INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES

 We rejoice with Digmar Garcia 
for his 2017 work in Cuba and the 
Dominican Republic, the first year 
of JGHM: Cuba/Venezuela Branch. 
There were 23 prayer seminars 
with 978 attending (99 pastors, 
64 missionaries). There were 32 
professions of faith.
 Adam and Dianna Nathanson 
were advised by their churches not 
to return to their home in Caracas, 
Venezuela due to the political unrest 
that is sweeping the nation. They will 
oversee that work from temporary 
quarters in Panama City, Panama.  
A major event has been planned 
for Panama and Spanish prayer 
seminar workbooks are available for 
200 participants. Having traveled 
throughout Venezuela mobilizing 
prayer warriors, my heart breaks for 
this nation.
 Martin Shikuku reports that there 
were 29 prayer seminars with 3,477 
participants (803 Churches; 1,163 
pastors; 425 professions of faith; 
3,101 miles traveled. A detailed plan 
to organize prayer warriors in every 
state in Kenya is being carried out 
with unusually great success.
 Plans are being developed 
to provide a series of prayer 

seminars for Pakistan. JGHM will 
be responsible for providing Urdu 
prayer seminar workbooks and 
covering basic expenses related to 
the seminars. As the venues are 
organized, a budget will be developed 
and we will share the need with the 
DOORKEEPER/ROPEHOLDERS.
 We continue to be amazed at 
reports from many nations where 
the prayer seminar materials are 
being taught including Nigeria, 
South Korea, Argentina, Brazil, 
and South Africa. We are depending 
on our partners to provide a prayer 
covering for the ongoing work.

DOORKEEPER REPORT
“We give thanks to God always for you all,

making mention of you in our prayers.”
1 Thessalonians 1:2

16 Dec 2017-17 Jan 2018
 # Amount
Regular 70 $7,386.
Ropeholders 1 50.
Totals 71 $7,436.


